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The Miraculous hen Americans needed bhealth care, the rums stepped 1p and
W Omen opened hospitals. When childsen needed a proper education,
F R ® M the muzs opened schools to make sire a good education wwas
S a i n t arailable to all. When the honeless weren't being property
L I B O R Y | fed, the nuns opened food and homieless shelters. Wheun the
. elderly needed care, the s cared for thent

= By Ron: W. Sack &
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-America is better off-berause these
valiant women toek a stand and made
sure that everyone in this country had
all of the opportunities they were
entrled ta

They took vows of peverty. They
worked hard. They sacrificed.

Sixteen women from Saint Libery’s
Catholic Church answered the call. For
a small parish like Saint Libory, 16 is
quite a large numbcc

The first 10 answer the call was
Mary Ann Boyle, who became Sister
Mary Mathia. She entered the
Franascan Order in May 1889. Three
other women also entered the
Franciscan Order — Martha Kuiper
(Sister Mary Martha), who entered in
January 1894; Johanna Kuiper (Sister
Mary Florentia), who entered in
September 1894; and Annie Greenwalt
(Sister Mary Lucinda), who entered in
September 1999.

Nine women would enter the Order

of School Sisters of Saint Francis in

MitwaukeeWis. They wrre:Azmiz—

Buhrman (Sister Mary Guido), who
entered in August 19)3; Mary Graczyk
(Sister Mary Rosata), who entered in
September 1926; Mary Rock (Sister
Mary Geralda), who entered in August
1927; Lucy Wilson (Sister Mary
Leonira), who entered in September
1927; Getirude Buhrman (Sister Mary
Secunda), who entered in August 1928;

My motber, Jan Schwenk
Sack, satd the entrre fanuiy
feeked foruard 1o Sister
Mary Awm Wessing's annal
edch yaox Jan bi shoum to
the ammedute left of Sister
Mary Amis i this 1937
phosogreph. “Gowng to tbe
depot e pick up ea oumnt
was an avent,” deseribed
Jen Sack Stster Mary Ann
Wissing is showw flecked
arovund the entire
WisstngSchwenk/Roepker
clan in Same 1 sbory.
Phetograph sourtesy of
Atber and Clarg Wissimg
Sabwenk.

Tde altar of the sesond uwooden
Cathelic shurch in Sase Uibory.

Most of the nxns ubo ensered the
convent fiom Sasz Libory were

either buptimed or rassvad their fost
WREROUCT in th ehitr e
Photograph cewaresy of Albert and
Clava Wissing Sebwenk
e

Clara Hundelt (Sister Mary
Martine), who entered in
August 1931; Mary Wissing
(Sister Mary Rodenck),
who entered in January 1934;
Loona Evess (Sister Mary
Olivete), who entered in
August 1935; and Maude
Turk (Sister Mary Cacaldo),
who entered the convent in
November 1937

Two women entered the
Order of Saint Joseph in
__C?nchia. Kan. lhey includ-
ed Mary Burghardt (Sister Mary
Emmerencia), who entered in
December 1917, and Rosa Lee Rose
(Sister Mary Madcleine), who entered
in November 1949.

The last one 10 enter the convent
from the Saint Libory Parish was Joyce
M. Janovec (Sister Mary Jacinta), who
cntered the Order of the Sisters of
Notre Dame 1n 1961.

Conroned on page 4.
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Se. Mary Mohio / Mary Amt Beyle Sr. Moy Maths / Marbe Kaaper Sk Moy Frontia / fabne Kanper S¢ Mary [Lacirdos | Aroce G raeramdy

Fraocam Fronczan Frandiscan Framasccan
Entored 1n Moy, 839 Emterad in Jaraaory, 1894 Eniered ot Sepreswber, 1894 Enterad tn Sepramber, [ 909

S7. Mory Gride | Amue Bubrman Sr. Mary Ernrercncan § Moty Buigbards S7 Mery Rosama " Mary Gracryk
Scboof Suta s of Si. Franas Order of Soint Joaph 3cboal Susters of Ssnt Francis
Extered bc Angwst, 1913 Entered ta December, 1917 Errered tn September, 1926

Sz Mary Leomits / Laicy Wileen $¢ Mary Scowmda / Gertende Babrman Sz. Maey Moesine | Cura Huwlelt
Schoel Sistevs of Seov Frans Sabool Sisters of Samt Franas Schoe! Sistzes of Saimt Frnas
Entered o1 Septenber 1927 Entered e Auyuas, 1928 Ericred tn Asgwsi, 1931

§r, Mary Oliett f Leors Ecers

Schee) Sisters of Sant Franns
Fatered in Augwit. 1935
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Of the 16

who who
entered the con-
vent and arc still
with cheir
respective
orders, only two
are still living:
Sister Mary
Martine (Clara
Hundelt} of
Milwaukee and
Sister Mary
Olivett {Leona
Evers) of
Omaha.

Four other
women with
Saint Libery
connections also
entered the con-
vent, but they
either moved
away from the
town or entered
through another
panish. Cne was
Sister Francis
Borgia Reutlivec

Francs
Borgia, a former
resident of Saint
Libory, spent
her early years
in Howard County, entered the convent
from Fordyce, Neb., and eventually
was the head of her religious order —
the School Sisters of Saint Francis.
During her leadership, this order bxyase
ed a rotal of 4,000-plus worldwide Its
motherhouse is located in Milwaukee.

In 1965, the congregation’s four
provinces in North America, including

the Central American mission region,

5 &
s i='

together with the European province,
conducted 202 elementacy schools,
31 high schools, 10 professional
schools, 124 kindergartens, 9 hospitals,
2 dinics, 13 homes for the aged,
6 homes for dependent children,
8 sanitariums, and Alverno College
for women in Milwaukee

Sister Francis received her masters

in English from DePaul University and

Most of the Sisters
with Sapy Libeoy
100% (Upper e ft
hand eorver) azme
back fer the dedisa-
ton of the new
chureb swbrich ura

| blessed end

| dedisated by Bxhop
| Paschang om May 31,
1254 Toe parish celt
ebrated the

diarreomd tubilee

the some day.
Phoregrapb cewrtesy
of Albert and Claia
Wising Sehwenk.

"
was also a
supet visor/con-
sultant of high
school religion
for the
Archdiocese of
Chicago. She
was also on the
staff at the
Institete of
Pasvoral Studies
at Loyola
University in
Chicago.

Her connee
tions put her in
" | the national
spetlight. She
was interviewed
on such televi-
sion talk shows
as the Phil
Ponahue Show She alse wrote the
book entirded “He Sent Two.™ The
book was a historical account about
the feunding of the School Sisters of
Saint Francis. As of 2003, she lives in
California and was working on
another book.

Our family had a special bond with
one of these women — Sister Mary

Ann Wissing Sister Mary Ann was my



historically speaking

Top left pbotograph: Mary Ann Besle, who
became Sister Mary Mathx, entered the rarascon
Order in May, 1889 Shc was one of the first
womien %0 emter the svavent frem Howard
Ceoyy, Nebraska Photograph eosirtesy of
Same L sbory’s Casholic Chrrch,

Botter feft photegraph: Sister
Martrae Hxndelt (Claia Himdeit)
entered she Order of School
Sisters of Sairt Fraris. aarned a
Doctoiate, otd bacane the se
o0ed rwoman o t he United

Stases 1o ever 00 teack at asem
rsary. Sister Maitne aavestly
resides énn Mitunank e and bas
beew bonored as Prefessor {
Emesities m History of the il
Church from Sacred Hear! !
Seminary nr Hales Cerners,
Wiseonsit Phorograph coxrtesy
of Sister Maitine Hiorwdelt

mother's aum. After
Sister Mary Ann
enrered the convent,
she became one of the
head cooks for the
@cdec

My mother, Jan
Schwenk Sack, and my
aunt, Kay Schwenk
Scarborough, fondly
remember visits made by
Sister Mary Ann each year “She
added so much depth to our family,”
said Jan Sack. “Qur family is deeper n
our faith because of Sister Mary Ann.”

“We always felt honored to have a
oun in our famly,” concluded Kay
Scarborough.

When 1 teaveled to see Sister Mary
Ann before she died in 1999, 1 came
imo contact with one of her dear
friends, Sister Mactine Hundelt. Sister

Martine earned her doctorate and

Sisters
of special nete.

became the second woman in the
United States to ever 1o teach ata semi-
nary Sister Marrine resides in
Milwaukee and has been honored as
professor emeritus in history of the
Church from Sacred Heart Seminary in
Hales Corners, Wis.

Both Sister Mary Ann and Sister

Martine had a presence about them.

Top nght photograph: Mary Baggbards (Sister
May Emmerenaa). who enterad the Order of
Sane foseph, made her fina' vouws on ber demhbed
m December, 1917 1berefore, 1o phaegraph
exists of berin ber habis. Phosograph
courtesy of Eileen Dingwerth

Bottons right phosograph: Maxde
Taqk (Sister Mory Caealdo). ubo
ensered the @rder of Sehoal
Sisters of Sain: Francis in
Nowerrber, 1937, carme %0 Saint
Libory v the @:phan Tiai
Ske was adopred by Joe and
Rose Evers Tierk Photograph
evaxesy of Lealo Hanser,

Al of the phragraphs of these
women ¥l be on display in
the Parisk Center
at she Semt Libory Catbolic
Cheurch.

You always felt welcomed
and loved when you
were around them.
Today. Sister Marune

remains a very good
friend of mine. Even
though Maitine has
done some pretty incred
ible things in her life. she
hasn't forgorren her Saint
Libory roots.
This year. Sant Libory’s
Catholic Church is celebrating 1ts
125¢h anniversary. The parish hasn't
forgotten these great women. A display
of their photogeaphs is being planned
to honor them.

1t 1s hard to think of America with
out these women of faith. They sacri-
ficed. They taught. They healed. They
led. They made our lives better
And for that, 1 say, “Well done,

Sisters. Well done.™
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HCHS dedicates
Saint Libory 41 school.

By Ron W. Sack

It may have taken over 30 years,
but Howard County can now boast
having a beautifully restored one-room
country schoolhouse. The dedication of
the recently restored Saint Libory
District 41 school took place on
Saturday, May 24 at the Howard
County Historical Village in Saint Paul.

During the dedication, Evelyn
Bvorak of Saint Paul, Shirley Johnson
of Dannebrog, and I.co Blaha of Saint
Paul presented their history book on
Turkey Creek District 13 school to
board member Carl Christensen. Jim
Leschinsky of Saint Libory, a former
student of District 41, helped raise the
American flag with his sister, Joyce
Leschinsky Ward of Saint Paul. Part
Holtorf Paulsen of Saint Paul, another
former student of the school, led the
crowd in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Former students Betty Knuth
Greenwalt who resides near Farwell
and Bev Windolf Kunze of Owasso,
Oklahoma cut the dedication ribbon.
One of the many spccial guests at the
dedication was Betty Schipman of Saint
Libory. Schipman is a former teacher at
District 41. Elmer Leschinsky, who is
91, released six balloons into the sky.
Leschinsky was the oldest student who
was at the dedicarion ceremonies.

The Cirty of Saint Paul purchased
the building at public auction in the
mid-1960s For many years, it was conr
sidered the “main” building of the
Floward County Historical Society that
housed numerous artifacts, most of

which did not pertain to the history of
countty schools. @nes additonal build
ings were acquired, the contenss of the
achoel was moved o the other buildings.

Around 2000, the Board decided to
begin restoration of the school. The
leaky belfry was repaired. This leak
caused majot damage to the floor and
interiot walls. After the leak was
repaired, the walls were patched.
Floors were then cleaned and repaired.
Interiot walls were painted in a cream
color with the woodwork being painted
in a cool gray.

Historiaal Society members sent out
a plea to Howard County residents fer
artifacts Blackboard, a watercooler
crock, lunch pails, tin water cups,
photographs, books, benches, school
desks, maps, and even an old picture of
Abraham Lincoln were seon donated.
About the only thing the school needs
is a picture of George Washington and
a piano bench.

In early 2003, work continued on
the floor of the school. Grecn shades
were custom ordered and curtains were
hung Seasonal decorations were made
out of construction paper and placed
on the curtains An educartional exhibit
souting the histoty of Howard County’s
country schools was placed n the cloak
room of the school. Supporters, mem-
bers, and board members spent at least
1000 hours voluntcening time o restore

this sc hool.

Immigration exhibit

added to depot.

A new exhibir has been installed in
the Union Pacific depot at the Howard
County Historical Village in Saint Paul.
This exhibir showcases the “Hopes and

Dreams™ of the pioneers and the
opportunities associased with the
arrival of the railroad Saint Libory,
which survived because of the railroad,
is a case study for this exhibit.

Photographs of the early pioneers
who settled in the town of Saint Liboty
or near it, particularly in the years from
the 1870s to 1910, were loaned by the
families fer this exhibit. The following
families participated in the exhibit:
Buddecke, Assendrop, Wissing,
Steinbach, Schwenk, Franssen, Evers,
Dingwerrh, Rock, McAndrews,
Leschinsky, Fay, Teng, Kaufamn, Horak,
Gerdes. Niemoth, Lodde, O Halleran,
Milleg Elleg, Saehle, Haggart, Trenaman,
Graczyk, Buhrman, and Turk.

This exhibit showcases over 40
photographs of these families. Also
showcased are scveral of the eatly bust
nesses, including the @ Halleran Store,
the Illinois House, Union Grain, and
the Leschinsky Store.

They will be missed.

By Ron W. Sack

This year, the Howard County
Historical Seciety lost two dear friends
Alice Christensen Bartle, who was a
2003 board member, died on April 6,
2003. Her enthusiasm and love for
preservation will never be forgotten.
Bartle was a non-stop volunteer.

Another former board member,
Virginia Gee Leth, died on Macch 19,
2003. Leth played key roles with the
Veterans® exhibit and the history book
“Entering Howard County”

Both of these women will be
greatly missad.
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Unable find the time to belp the Historical Society?

Would like to belp at the Historical Village, but don’t live nearbys
Here are some ways you can help us. Give these forms to friends
you know who might be interested in belping preserve our history
or purchase our awardwinning history book.

——maees PHOOTPY or ekt a8 detied e ord send o1

YES, I WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE HOWARD COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

I wish ro donate:

$100 $250 ___ 5560 __ $1.000 ____ S2.500 ____ Ss.000 ___ $1e.000 ____ ®ther
it
Addres —
City Scave Zp
Poane

All donations over $100 will be remembered on the Donor Beard which will be prominently displayed m the depst.
Donations of $2.500 er more will receive special recognition

Mame you wiched to have mscrbed.
Yout donation, made oui ro the Howard Ceunry Historieal Sociciv, is tax- deductible.
Send in your rax-deductible donanion to us at: P.O. Box 1, Saint Paul, NE 68873

Quesuons?
Contact the Histor:eal Suceery at the address above or contact any of the other beard members

Thauk xeu!
IT’s YOUR MEnoOrY iT’s OUR HiSTORY. IT’S WORTH SAVING.

“ENTERING HIOWARD COUNTY™ MAKES A GREAT GIFL
ORPER A COPY TODAY!

e v e mmmee— PHOEOCOOY 81 Wi Novg dedted Iire and send i -
Ycs, pleasc send eopics of the 334 page history beok Esntering Hewwvard Ceunty to me.
Nawme:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
P Number of History Books: x S75.00 = TR
1)) Shipping and Handling ($5.00 per book. if desiced): x §3.00=
3.) Tax:
5% Ncbraska Salcs Tax ($3.75 per book. if purchased jg stgi€): e _ x §$375=
OR 6% St. Paul City Sales Tax (84.3Q. if purchased wn St Pand): _x S 450= o
i Make checks pawable to the Houwurd Connty Historical Society Toral: p—
12Q Bax 1, Saint Paxl. Nelimaska 68673
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Veterans’ exhibits expanded historically speaking
P e ]
" ! CURISHER: 2003 Baazo Of ORECTORT
A new exhibit honoting Howard Hoveatd County Higtofical Sociesy Carl Cheistarsen
County native Leo U. Goracke is now ) Boans Bobish
on display in the Gruber House. - ‘U;Os.:;k Evclyn @varak
Goracke is the son of Frank and ' ; m]"‘:‘ ) -
¢ Caroline Goracke and grew up en a L“ﬂ“;“ﬁ::’“: Gail Pecaberion
farm seuthwest of Saint Paul. Duning ) Gary Petersco
the dry years of the 1930s, he moved to CIROULATION: Gien Rasmuesco
New York and worked for the Ford 400+ gﬁﬂ ‘;7 Sack
ave Spragoe
Motor Company. MALG APORESS MeniSordome
& Gorackc, who rose (0 the rank of P.O. Bex 1. Saint Paut, IE 68873 Sethg Zimbehman
_ it irst l.ze:tenam during Wzrld War {1, - I - pyoiin. R
was i serviee for four years and two n'lonths wit (br?e years Qe RITON 5 MAADICEY Gary
and twe months ef that ime overseas in England, Afnica, and S18 per perwon Cacl Chvrigenses
Italy. He served in a heavy tank battalion. Goracke wears the ) ) Gail Pemberzon
S'Elver Sear, 2 Brpnze S-.ars for Heroisn? {on-e for .her.oism in mmfﬂy?ﬁ The H®HS & 2 noo-profic
Northern Italy in April of 1945), Presidential Citauen S = acganizatioa.,
Madal, Purple Heart, Pre-Pear] Harbor Ribbon, Good Elb. Fairdale, 1:acwell, Nvaed
Conduct Mcdal, European Medal with Silver Star fer five Papkn, Saias 1 bory, Saim.Pal;l: Your suppot helps peeserve
major combat zones, American Service Medal, OUR histocr.

Marksmanship Medal, and the World War II Victory Medal.
As of April, 2003, he resides in West Seneca, New York.
Our next newsletter will have a demiled story on Goracke

and Wacsaw

Photograph o mailing side: Jehn McAsndsews fuin aast of Saimt Libory
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