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Howard 

COUNTY'S 

Silver Star 

Recipients 
By 

Ron W. Sack 

M
y grandmother, Pauline 

Sack, kept marry scrap

books. These scrapbooks reccrded 

the history of our family. One of 

the many dippings she placed 

prominently in one book was that 

of my grandfather's cousin, Leo 

Goracke. "He was a hero," my 

grandmother would reply. Our 

family thought highly of this 

valiant-looking man. It wasn't 

until thirty years later that I 

discovered why. 

Fall ls"" 2003 

Saint Paul's homttow,1 hero, Lro U .  Gorackr. Gor.uk" �:JrS thr Silrrr Star. tu'O Br0n=r St.zrs for 
Heroism (ont for htr0ism in Northtm Italy ;n April of 19451, Pusidential Citation Mt>d:JI, P11rplr 

Htart, Prr•Pt'arl Harbor Ribbon. Good Conduct MllUll, E.ur0ptan Med.ii tL"ttb Sil,v St.1r for fii•t 
major combat :onrs, American 5en .. ;cr Medal, Marksmanship Med.ii, and 1hr World War /1 
Victory Mrdal. Photograph courtesy of UO U .  Cor.:ckt. 



Leo U. Goracke is me son of Frank 

and Caroline Goracke. Leo had =en 

other brochers and one sistet 

The Goracke family lived on a 

farm southwest of Saint Paul which 

used to be known as the Armstrong 

farm. Today me farm is owned by 

my parents, BiU and Jan Sack. 

During the dry years of me 1930s, 

Lro moved to New York and worked 

for tbe Ford Motor Company. 

Goracke, who rose to the rank of 

First Lieutenant during World War II, 

was in service for four years and rwo 

months with three years and two 

months of that time overseas in 

England, Africa, and Italy. He served in 

a heavy tank battalion. 

Commanding General Jacob J. 

Devers had this to say about our native 

son, • I �ish 10 express 10 you my very 

real appreciation for the important part 

you have played in this war. The 

Nation, the Army, and the Army 

Ground Forces share your contribu

tion to making our arms victorious. 

Without you, and others who like 

you unselfishly gave up civil put ·  

suits to defend the civilization we 

cherish, our brilliant and complete 

victory could never have been 

achieved ... " 

An article from the Howard 

County Herald proudly reported on 

Goracke. The headline read: "Leo 

U .  Goracke of Saint Paul awarded 

Bronze Star Medal." The article stated 

the following: "Goracke is awarded a 

Bronze Star for heroic achievement in 

accion on October 1, 1944 in the vicin 

ity of Canova de Sasso, Italy. While 

supporting an infantry assaulc upon 

Strong, easily defended enemy posi 

tions, the placoon leader's tank was dis 

abled, causing damage co the radio and 

historically speaking 

Top p�aph: L,o mid bis bmd,.,, on the 
Gorac.k, f•"" sourhwut of Saint Paul. Midd/, 
photograph: uo G0r..dte duri,,g his y,atS in 
snviu. Bottom photograph: Th, ("Ids on the 
Gorac.k, f•"" sou,hw,st of Saint p,.../ .  
Photographs rourusy of L,o U. Gorac.k,. 

An abilxt bonormg UO U .  Corodu was dcm4J.�d 
in Ma,. 2003. It is IOOlud in the Gnd,e, HONse 
rttar the Howard County Hist0ric.al Village.. Two 

o,h.,, exl,,b,rs, w/,.d, honor Silv<r Star ,«;pienu 
Omstmsm and Irvine, ore o/.so on dispta,. 

loss of communication with the 

remainder of the platoon. 

Remaining exposed in the turret, 

Sergeanc Goracke ordered his tank 

forward and assumed command. 

Moving under direct observation 

and heavy shellfire, Sergeant 

Goracke destroyed several enemy 

machine guns and emplacements, a 

pill box, and a large number of 

enemy troops so placed to protea 

the enemy position. Immediately there

aher, the infantry advanced and 

secured the objective wich a minimum 

of casualties. The initiative and disre

gard of self, displayed by Sergeant 

Goracke, demonstrates the ability and 

fighting spirit of the American soldier." 

A press release sent out by the 

White House informed Howard 

Coun_!}'_of the following: "Silver Star 

awarded to Saint Paul's Goracke ... 

Lieutenant Leo U. Goracke, son of 

Frank and Caroline Goracke of Saint 

Paul, was recently awarded the 

Silver Star for gallantry in action on 

April 27, 1945, in the vicinity of 

Fontaniva, Italy. While consolidat· 

ing a bridgehead across the Brcnta 

River, an enemy councerauack 

launched toward the rear and 

rhreatened to surround the company. 

Noticing the situation and wichouc 

orders and assistance from other 

vehicles, Goracke moved back 

down the road and attempted to halt 

che attack. Under some intense small 

arms fire, he dismounted from his tank 

to the road of vehicles. Then with his 

tank, he proceeded toward the enemy 

who, armed with bazookas, offered 

fanatical resistance. Moving forward 

relentlessly in the face of intense enemy 

fire, Goracke killed or wounded 

approximately 75 of the enemy. 



The action taken by 

Goracke saved the company 

from a desperate situation 

and prevented them being 

cut off from friendly 

forces." 

Beside Leo, Frank and 

Caroline Goracke had four 

other sons who =ved in the 

military. They include: Albert, 

who was a Lieutenant with 

the anti -aircraft battalion in 

the Paci6c; Bernard, who was 

a Lieutenant with the Air 

Force in India; Oarence, who 

was a Private in Laramie, 

Wyoming; and Norman, who 

was a Yeoman 2nd Oass with 

the Navy in Saipan .  

Leo was united in marriage 

to Ele.anor Marjorie Bratos at 

Transfiguration Catholic 

Church in Buffalo, New Yorlc. 

Several of Goracke's relatives still 

reside in Nebraska in the cities of 

Omaha, Lincoln, Saint Mary, 

and Saint Paul. Leo is a life

time member of Veterans Post 

8113 of West Seneca, New 

York, and a lifetime member 

of the Knights of Columbus. 

He is an active member of the 

Queen of Heaven Catholic 

Church in West Seneca. 

As of August, 2003, 

he resides in Buffu.Jo, 

New York. 

Of note: The Howard County 
Historical Society seeks your 

help. If you know of a,ry 

other Silver Star recipients 

from Howard Counl)I please 

let us know. 

historically speaking 

Pboto obove: 751 tank battalion in Rome. 
Coracle's tan.ks were the firs.t ones to 11rrive in 
Rome. 15 tan.ls to a eomp.orry; thru companies 
to II bat/.alion. Gorocke's tank in nou.d with an 
arrow. All photos ar, courusy of uo U .  Go,ack,. 

Photo �low: Goracke"s platoon w.u the first to 
cross the Po Rtvtt Tbty s14ytd at th, rivtT to 
rover any eoumer att4d: a,uJ .wre the first ones 
tO CTO.ss tbe bridge. Tbe middle tani m the photo 
at tbe bonom of the page is Go,.:zde's. 



historically speaking 

A tribute to rural life in Nebraska. 

THOSE AMAZING PIONEERS. THEY CONQUERED NEW TERRITORY. THEY TAMED THE LAND. 

AND 1HEY SITLL HAVE STORIES LEFT TO TELL. 

ByRonW.Sacit 

There are many people whom I l ove ro visit with. One such person is my good friend Georgia T rub! Jensen. Her keen mind 
challenges me to keep learning. This past year, I found a collection of outstanding photographs dealing with rural life in Howard 

Counry. I purchased them from an antique dealer in Utah. We can learn from these photographs. These images depict life in Howard 

Couory in the early 1900s. Fonunately for us, the Holechek family painstakingly recorded their family history with a camera. 

lbe Holechek family resided on a farm north of Farwell. Fonner Howard County resident Georgia Trubl Jensen of Lincoln knows 

this fann ... it was ber grandparent's place .. .and what a place. Look and listen to these pho tographs ... they have a story to tell . 

This is � of my favorir, photographs .•• grandmother Anna and grandfather John Ho/ecl,ek in the Mids near their farm, ci,e4 1917. 

Georgia Trubl Jensen on her grandparent� porch 
unth h,r loys . . .  and the cat, a,(4 J 918. 

Aunt Martha Ho/ed,d '4nning chnri� on her parents farm. 



historically speaking 

Mildrtd, Georgia, Angela, Adnelle, u,wrenu, and Paul 
mioy smM waurmel,,n. 

Front porches were places where family and friends would gather 
and spmd their a{tnn«ms and evmmg,. The Hokcheks, Trubls, 

Bartas, and Millers mioy scme ""1Urmdon on a summn day. 

Emma Ho/ech,k Kremlacek washing Paw Trubls hair on an 
August day. in 1919. Photograph taken by Georgia Trubl Jmsm. 

Toys-induding a wagon, rocking ho=, bicycle, doll, rock,,; table, 
dishes and baby buggy-wait patic,tly for the Holechek children. 

John and Mary Holtchek Trub/ in front of the Holechek 
house with G,o,g,a and Paul. 

The Holechek houst w,th a beautiful bay window a,rd front porch. 



Photo below: former Saint Libory 
D,stria 41 stu,knt Elmer uschinksy 

ulta$n balloons during tht dediCJJtion. 
Luchinsky is 91. Over 200 peopk 
took part in the Saint Lib-Ory Distria 
41 d,J;cation during Memorial Day 
weekend. Photo courtesy of Jan Sack. 

Photo ab-Ov,: Tom Pf/epsen's three 
daughters unveil a plaque honoring 
Tom at a special dedication near tht 
depot. Th, dedication took place in 
September. Pf/epsen contribuud his 
knowledge of the railroad as well 
as many artifacts to the HCHS 
over the y,a,s. Photo courtesy of 
Mena Spragu,. 

historically speaking 

Dedications 
and 

tributes 
highlight -

the 
summer 

of 
2003. 

Photo at left: Betty Greenwalt, Betty 
Schipman, Joyce Ward, La Vonne Yeager, 
Btv Kunu, Pat Pau/sm, Jim Leschinsk)I 

and Elmer Leschinsky were special guests. 
Photo below: Grtmwalt and Kunz, cut 
the ribb-On during the Saint Libory school 
dedication. Photos courtesy of Jan Sack. 

Photo above: A large crowd gathers 
near the rourtyard and depot to 
honor Saint Paul� Tom Pf/,psen in 
September. Photo at 1,ft: The 

Pf/,psen family gathers to pay trib 
wu to Tom at tht Howard County 
Hi$tOriaJ./ Village in Saint Paul .  
Photos courtesy of M,na Sprague. 
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historically speaking 

Unable find the time to help the Historical Society? 
Would like to help at the Historical Village, but don't live nearby? 
Here are some ways you can help us. Give these forms to friends 
you know who might be interested in helping preserve our history 

or purchase our award-winning history book. 

�o,a,t,Io,,gd,,tt,dlm,a,.J,,,.J- -

YES, I WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE HOWARD COUNTY H.iSTORICAL SOCIETY. 

I wish to donate: 

_ $100 _ $250 _ $500 _ Sl,000 _ $2,500 _ S5,000 

....... 

Zip 

...... 

_ _  $10,000 Other 

All donations over $100 wiU be r<membered on the Donor Board which will be prominently displayed in the depot. 
---9onations of $2,500 or more \\rill receive special recognition . 

Your donation, made out 10 ,he Howard Councy Historical SociCI)', is tax-deductible . 
Send in your taX-dcductible donation 10 us ac: P.O. Box !, Saint Paul, NE 68873 

QutStions? 

Contact the HiS1orical Sociecy a, me address above or contact any of the 01her board members . 
Thank YPH' 

IT'S YOUR MEMORY. IT'S OUR HISTORY. IT'S WORTH SAVING . 

� • 
• • 
• 
• • 
• 
• 
: 
• 

:_ __________________ _____________________________________ __ ____________________ _. 

"ENTERING HOWARD COUNTY" MAKES A GREAT GITT. 
ORDER A COPY TODAY! 

---------- --- ---- - - Photoa,,py or ott ab:ig dotto! luw and ,otd lit. ----------- -- - - -- - - - -, 
• 

Yes, p)C3SC send me __ copies of the 544 page bis1ory book E.ntning Howan/ Cow,ty. I 
Name----------------------- ----- I 

Addtess: _ _________________________ _ 
City: State; _ __ _  _ Zip: 
!.) Number of History Books: 
2.) Shipping and Handling ($, 00 pg book, if d<sjttd): 
3.) Tax: 

5% Ncbrnb Sales Tax 1$3,75 pg book i£ wccb•wl jg sate): 
QR 6% St. Paul City Sales Tax ($4,50, j( puccb•:;cd jg St, P;ag)): 

M,,k., checks payable to the Howard Cowrty Historical Society 
P.O .  Box 1, S.W.t Pa•4 Nt!mlsk,, 68873 

x S7S.00 -_ _  _ 
x S 5.00: _ _  _ 

_ _ _  X S 3.75: _ _  _ 
_ _ _  X $ 4.50: _ _  _ 

Total: S = _ _  _ 

• 



historically speaking 

Board and officers change in mid-2003. historically speaking 

2003 marked changes in !he board and offi=s. Evelyn 

Dvorak is now presidmt. Dvorak replaces Marion &hmsky 
who resigned from !he board and presidency. 
Gale Pembenon is !he new trcasur<rc Both Dvorak and 
Pembenon serve on the board. 

This might be your last newsletter. 

If your address label reads "02" you have not paid your 
dues for 2003 and this will be your last newslett<rc Your 
dues help fund a variecy of projeas in Howard C.Ouncy, all 
of which promote tourism and economic development. 
We thank you for your cominued suppon. 

Fall bake sale slated for November. 

� 

How.ud Coonry Hislorical Society 
EDrroa: 

Ron W.Sadt 
LAYOUT A."'ID I>f:slcs": 

RonW.S«k 

MuiscA-= 
P.O. Box 1, Sain, Poul, NE 68173 

MIMl<aslv(L"<U.asN""5l.ErTill 
s..sc.rnc,.., 6c MA&.t<CS), 

SlOmpenoo 
Prc,uviog me history o1, 

BodU$, c-.lidd, Cushing, 
Dannebrog, l>onn<MC<, 

Elba, F>irdalt, f.,,.-dl, Nysud, 
Poplin, s.im Libory, Saint Paul, 

mdWanaw 

2003 so.an o, Dw-croos, 
CatlOui
Doonol>obid, 
E,dynO.oru 
J .... Hnna 

,._ P. )acobs<n m 
G,lt Ptmberton 
GotyPa,....., 

Glen Rosmusscn 
Ro,, W. Sadt 
Do"' Spngue 
MeooSptag,,e 

Scdl2 Zimbd:m2n 
2003 Oma>s, 

EYdyn Dvorak, Praide,u 
Gary Puenoo. v ... President 
Cati (Juig..,,..., S.C...a,y 
G.i.Pcmbmon, T""""' 

The HOiS isa. 
,-.<iisaunma,ory pro,jdcr. 

Our annual bale sale is planned for November 30, 2003. 
All baked goods and donations are appreciated. For more 
information, contact Mena Sprague at (308) 754-4901. 

Pbotograpb °" m4ilnrg sule: Tb, Ho/,ch,l {am, nonb of fan,,dl eirea 1917. 
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