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Part two in 2 series of three,

he courage, bravery, mitia-

twe, and devotion to duty

displayed by Second

Lieutenant Christensen

reflect the finest traditions

of the Armed Forces and

are deserving of the highest

praise.” — Taken from the

Silver Star Medal citation Loeatenant Alvisn E. Christensen of Sawnt Paul, Nebraska carried w U_S weunded under enenry
fire. Chnstensen was trasned as a field artidlery officer. Photograph cestriesy of Canl Christensen
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A life-long native resident of
Howard County, Alvin Christensen was
a true military hero in service to our
country and an important coatributor
in many ways to the betterment of
Howard County His military experi
ence began with ROTC waining at the
University of Nebraska where be
received his commission as a Second
Lieutenant in the United States Army

Licutenaat Alvin Christensen was
ordered to active duty on January 8,
1942 and was assigned to Bavery C,
68th Field Artillery Banalion, First
Armored Division. Battery C was seat
to northern Ireland and Scotland before
arriving in northeen Africa late in
1942. This began a six-moath cam-
paign by the 1st Armored Division in
Tunisia in notthern Africa.

“Tumseltzsons night fire fight™

Combat action with German tanks
in the very early moming of February 17,
1943 carned the 68th Field Artillesy
Batralion the award of the Presidential
Unit Citation. I & Alvin Chnissensen
was awarded the Silver Star medal for
his part in that critical nighe batele.
The following description of that night
is quoted from the book titled “The
Baule History of the 1st Armored
Division” by Geerge F. Howe, Combat
Forces Press, copyright 1954, reprinted
by Special Permission of the First
Armored Division Association,

The Battery Press, Inc., 1979. Starting
on page 173, the book recounts
these evenns:

“By radio, Helms [Battery C com
mander Captain George E. Helms] was
authorized to move his battery into
positions near the road [toward
Sbeitla], east of the 90 mm antiaircraft
battery He echeloned the SP 105s

U S Milutayy Silver Star Medal

[self-propelled 105 mm artillery] in
three pairs astride the highway, and
found a medium tank ready to suppert

them from the northern side of the
highway The SPs were completing their
movement into reconnoitered pesitions,
and other vehicles were being redis-
posed at about 0115 when a foor
patrol discovered some German tanks
[probably Pzkpfw IVs of the 21st
Panzer Division, called Mack IVs by
Allied forces] only forty or fifty yards
from the easternmost American how
itzer. From a slit wench Helms fired
tracer on the lead tank and drew return
fice. One by one the other enemy tanks
revealed their pesitions.

What followed was a tumultuous
aighe fire fight in which one howitzer
was hit, another was misdirected into a
wadi and tipped helplessly on i side,
and three of the enemny manks wete
knocked out while tracers, high-explo-
sive, machine-gun and small aims fire
gushed from both sides.

Eleven veterans of Bataevy C of the 68 Field Artillery Battalion met in Sornt Paul, Nebraska for
a Sree day reunion in 1983. The men, thetr rank in the war, and their addresses are. left 1o
right, back row. George O 'Teele, Sergeant, Istltme, New Jer13ey; Jobn Frederick, T3, Coatesuville,
Pennsyluariia; Rey 1ibbets, I ieusenant, Palm Ceass, Florida; B.\W. Speck, Staff Sergeart, Ponca,
Florida; Robert Bard, (Headguarters Battery 68 Eeld Ar 'illery Battation), Captain, Chicago,
Hlfmom; Leo Goueh, First Sergeant, El Paso, Texas; front row:. Chuck Scelfo, Stsff Sergeant,
Patsford, New York; Ker Mason, Capiain, Akron, @bio; Harry Hughes, T4, Keedysville,
Maryland: Alvin Chirsitensen, Lieutenant, Bannebrog, Nebraska; Pete Crafton, Sevgeant,
Hendersen, Kentuaky; and Sart Ballmiger, T35, Dayton, Ohbio. Photograph courtesy of the

Somnt Paul Phonograph-Herald
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The Americans, including the crew of the
medium mank, fired prodigally until their
ammunition began % run Jow. Small
groups of wounded men sought sover in
holes. or wadis, or behind sandy hum
mocks while the medics moved up
toward the sounds of battle and arrived
to fummish aid ac the critical time.

As suddenly as it broke out, the fi.r
ing ceased. The enemy broke off and
pulled back, leaving three mnks, of
which they salvaged two before dawn.
Four of Battery C’s SP 105s moved
back through the olive grove with only
a few rounds lefe By moming, Colonel
Burba’s batta:ion was in position on
the high ground west of Sbeitla and
registering on the area near which the
bactle had eccurred 1ater, it received
the Distinguished Unit Citation for this
night action.” [The §8¢h Field Artillery
Battalion had stopped the advance of
the Getmans in the area, thereby
protecting U.S. Army personnel and
allowing withdrawal of U.S. Army

forces to a new position.]

Silver Star

The Silver Star medal was presented
to Lt. Alvin Christensen for gallantry in
action. The cication read, in part: “On
Febiuary 17, 1943, Second Lieusenant
Christensen distinguished himself in
action against an armed enemy near
Sbeirla, Tunisia While the battery was
engaged in a tank action with the
enemy and receiving heavy fire, he vol-
untarily, and with complete disregard
for his own welfare, went from section
10 sec:ion encouraging and assisting
them in delivering fire on the enemy.
He helped carry the wounded across a
road which was under heavy and close
machine-gun fire. He then started a
collecting station for the wounded and

Abvin Christeriser and Maryy Pedersest were
married i Lineeln, Nebraska on famuary 14,
1945, Phetegraph eewitesy of Carl
Chnistensen and Corpue Christensen.

administered first aid. He also displayed
great osurage in locating and obtaining
informanon about forward gun sections
and in recovering disabled vehicles. The
courage, bravery, minanve, and devo-
non o duty displayed by Second
Lieutenant Christensen reflects the
finest traditions of the Armed Forces
and are deserving of the highest praise.”

An individual picture of Lt Alvin
Christensen with other Silver Star
medal recipients in combat vniform
was featured in the May 17, 1943 issue
of Life Magazine. Battery C moved on
to Italy afier north Africa in October
1943. After Anzio beachhead, a four
month conf ict, the men of Bat:ery C
preceeded as part of a large force
toward Rome. After the raking of
Rome in June of 1944, Lt. Christensen
was rotated back to the United States
to Fort Knox, Kentucky and was
discharged from military service in
1946 with the rank of Caprain.

Rewrnion of Battery C

Forty years after that fiery night on
the road to Sbeitla, members of
Battery C wete teunited in Howard
County. Alvin planned and hosted theix
first reunion in Saint Paul in June of
1983 and invited them to his home in
Dannebrog. He rook great pleasure in
being able to share experiences with his
old buddies, and especially being able
to communicate once again with those
men he had earried to safety years ago.
Alvin Christensen died on December
19, 1983, about five months after chis
reunion. Battery C upheld the tradition
be started by continuing to hold
annual reunions

Mulitary awards to Lt. Christensen
were: Silver Star Medal Hq 1st A.D. 15
Mar 45, EuropeanAlfrican-Middle
Easremn Service Medal. American
Campaign Service Medal. and Victory
Medal World War II. Bartles and cam
paigns he served in wete: Tunisia,
Naples-Foggia, Rome-Amo, and Notth
Apennines.

Howard Coxnty bistory

Alvin Christensen, born January 16,
1918, was the son of Carl and Sophia
Christensen of Saint Paul, Nebraska.
Alvin Christensen and Margy Pedersen
were married in Lincoln, Nebraska on
January 14,1945, Margy and Alvin
both graduated from St Paul High
School in 1935. After Alvin’s discharge,
the ceuple returmed to Howard County,
residing ar Saint Paul, then Dannebrog

@/ note: The Howard Cowunty Historical
Sosety seeks your belp. If you know of
any othber Silver Star recipients from
Howard County, please let us know
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A tribute to simall businesses tin Nebraska.

THOSE AMAZING PIONEERS. THEY CONQUERED NEW TERRITORY. THEY TAMED THE LAND.
AND THEY STIIL HAVE STORIES LEFT TO TELL.

Lukasiewiae Furniture of Farwell, Nebraska

Charles (C.S.)
Lukasiewicz was :
the founder of ~ [ECHNEEEEEEESE "
Lukasiewicz
Furniture, Carpet
and Appliance,
Inc. in Farwell In
1896 be began
working at Jim
Lang’s Hardware
store. He worked
as an apprentice in
Ashton under C.C.
Miles to learn the
trade. In 1898, be
started his own
bamess shop just
noirth of the botel.
Afier four or five
years when Lange
built a hardware
store (currently
Lukasiewicz Hardware Warehouse), Charles moved his
shop right south of there. In 1910, be built and moved
across the street (currently appliance showroom). He
patented the Neck Yoke Improvement Invention on January
25,1910 and continued in the barmess business uatil 1915.
Cigars, clocks, watches and jewelry were sold along with
the barnesses.

Various praoducts and services have been added over the
years. From 1915 to 1917, automobiles were sold and ser
viced. Charles remembered, “My first ear was an open
Overland, no top, nosides, no windshield. After that 1

History written by the Lukasiewicz family

bought a top and
made cuteeins for
the doors. We used
to make curtains
for these cars at
home in the
evenings till mid-
night. Grandma
(Anna Wysocki
Lukasiewicz)
belped me. For a
few years I sold
Chev eass. The last
car sold was an
Aurura. The Chev
was a good little
car except for the
transmission which
bad to be new
every six months.”

Charles also
started undertaking
when Steve Petersen burned our. Pese Jacobsen, Sr. was his
only embalmer associate. Paul and wife Emelia, along with
Edward. helped operate the business Charles retired afier 59
years of operation in 1949. Edward continued operatng the
hardware store (which is ran by son Vian) while Paul's family
operated the store Laverne and Melvin, sons of Paul and
Emeclia, later took over running the business. After the death
of Lavern, bis family—Randy, Rosanne, Roger, Mary and
‘Teresa—ran the business along with Ron Pawloski. The
business continues today with the feur:h-generation leader-
ship of the Lukasiewicz family

Charlie Lideasiewicz with his sons Paul and £d in the Farwefl, Nebraska siore Courtesy of Randy Lwkasiewiee.
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Romuald and
Konstancya
Lukasiewicz
family bistory.

Romuald (Roman) and Konssancya
Zona (Constance) Jehorek [ukasiewicz
settled in Howard Co. in October 1880
They were among che first setders of
New Posen, settling on the SW1/4 of
Section 27, T14, R12. Both were born
in Poland: Romuald in Miecisko, Grand
Duchy of Pesen, Prussia, July 30, 1848,
Konstancya in Krakow, March 10,1854
to Martin and Mary (Dymek) jehorek
Romuald, youngest in his family, aciend
ed parochial scheel, werked on che fami-
ly fatm, and cam to the U.S. in May

Romwald (Rowman) and Konstanc:m Zona
(Constaree) jahrorek 1ukasiewicz were
pioneers of Howard County. Photograph
courtesy of Ron W Sack.

1872 settting in Momence, 11. where he
worked as a farm laborer. Konsmncya
immigraced co USA in 1873 with
her family, also to Momence. T hey
were married on Nov 26, 1874,
The couple bad 14 children:
Franzorczeska (Frank), Charles
Stanislaus {C.S.). Joseph Ignatz,
Alois, Wanda/Vonda Anastica
Mamot, I co, Anna Pauline Sidel,
Clara Antonett Nagorski,
Monica/Mamie Knothe, and five
children thar died in infancy. Frank
dicd at 11 when he was struck by a
horse. Romuald and Konsmncya
homesteaded in Howard County.
W heat, corn, and barley were their
main crops. One of the first wheat
crops was hailed into the ground
the afternoon before harvest
Ascording to sen, C.S., Romuald
had only one more hailstorm for
the next 50 years. Nick and Mike
Pawloski worked for them. The
home place was 160 acres and then 40
acres north was bought “ After many
years of farming, feeling that his health

The Lukasiewicz fonily. Frome censer: Anna
Lackasiewiae Sidel (child): Middle row. left to
right: Leo, Ronwald (father), Clara
Takasierstcz Nagorsk:, Constarce (mioiher),
and Wanda Lakasiawicc Mamot; back 10t0:
Alex anid jee Photo coxrtesy of Ron W Sack

was failing, he decided to retire from
active farm life and purchased a beaun-
ful dwelling house in Saint Paul. where
he lived a life of ease until called by bis
Creator 10 his heavenly reward.”
Romuald died April 12, 1917 after a
long illness. “The deceased was one of
our best citizens and will be sadly
missed He was always honest and
upright in all his dealings and was also a
kind and indulgent father to his children
and family.” (Obituary, 1917}
Consmance died 10 months later on
February 14, 1918. “The deceased was
a devout Christian, in the very sense
which the word conveys, and she so
lived to be an inspiration to her children.
She made many lasting friends through
aut her life, and those who suivived her
speak of her in words of endeatment.”
{Obicuary, 1918)
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Historical Society

board approves
2004 events schedule.

By Ron Sack

Mena Sprague and I have been busy
planning our programs for 2004. In
spite of having a shoesiring budget, our
group is pleased to announce 12 months
of activines.

Our fizst program for 2004 will be
on Monday, January 19. iCs our annual
meeting. This meeting helps us plan for
2004 and will be held in the Community
Roem of the Saint Paul Library. Plcasc
bring your ideas

On Sunday, February 13, we will be
showing the film “Barn Again'> This
program tells how barns, one of the
most distinctive forms of Amerisan
architecrure, are being restored through
a naoonwide program. The location for
the film will be the Community Library
in Saint Paul.

One of our bigeges: highlights for
2004 will be on Saturday, March 13.
Nanonally kmown writer and researcher
John E. Cacter will present “Photo-
graphing the American Dream.” The last
half of the 19th centuty saw an incredi
ble migration v Ameriea’s Great Plains.
Thousands of people left ancestral home-
lands to answer the siren call of free
land. This illustraced presentation
explores the social and cultural forces
that pushed people onto the Plains, and
the life they found when they got here.
Images by pioneer photographer
Solomon D. Butcher bring us face to fase
with these who broke the sod and settled
the Plains in this presentation by Catter,
author of an acclaimed study of

Buscher'’s work
and times. The
losation for
this pregram
will be the
Community
Libracy in
Sain¢ Paul.

Kachy
Horak
Woitaszewski
and I are plan-
ning to unveil
more Saint
Libery exhibits in the depot. We hope 10
have mest of the Bailman collection on
exhibit. [ am also in the process of find
ing more speakers for cur Saturday,
April 10 presentation on “The Hissory
of the German settlement of Saint
Libory, Nebraska.™ Please let us know if
you would like to take pa:t in this The
location for this program will be the
Union Pacific Depot at the Historical
Village in Saint Paul. A special dedica
tion will take place

On Sunday, May 30 (Memorial Bay
Weekend), we will have the “Opening of
the Howard County Historical Village
and Gruber House.” Plans are in the
works to have some special dedications
at the Veterans’ exhibits as well. The
location for this dedication will be ac¢ the
Gruber House in Saint Paul.

“Living History at the Village™ takes
plaee on Sunday, June 13. Blacksmith
Dave Sprague will give demonstrations
ac the blacksmith shop The location will
be the Historieal Village in Saint Paul.

The entire Historical Village will be
open on Saturday and Sunday, July 10
and 11 for GCA Days

On Sunday, August 15, we will have
“Living Hisiory at the Village...Back to
School.” Former seachers and studenss

Ore of the highligh for the Howsrd
County Historical Soeety's 2003 pragram
schedsde will mchide “Photographoig the
Ameriaann Dreamn® by Jobn E. Carzer. 1bis
ilhstrated presemtation explores the sodisl
and eultsaal forces that pashed people orzo
the Plamrs, and the life they found when they

got bere lmages by pioneer phosographer
Solenon B. Butcher bring us fase to face
with these who broke the sod and scided the
Pladss ix this presencation by Carter, author
of an acclapned study of Butcher's werk and
tores. The photograph above i believed to
be of a Howard Cexnty famiby It uxs taken
by S D. Bsadrer. HCHS photo donated by
Lucille Cargill
e e )
inform the young and old about what it
was like ac a one-room scheol. The loca
tion for this program will be the Saint
Libory Dismct 41 school at the
Hissorieal Village in Saint Paul.

Pcggy L ang will be performing on
Sunday, Sepsemnber 12. This is one pe =
formance you won't want to miss

We are pleased to be showing the
film ntled “ A Portrait of Maya Angelou
on Sunday, Octcber 17. join Angelou as

she retums to her hometown of Stamps,

”»

Arkansas. The lecation for this film will
be the Community Librasy in Saint Paul.
Sunday, November 28 will be our
annual bake sale and Sunday, December
12 will be eur popular Holiday Tour

of Homes
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Efferw are being made to establish a regional genealogical society The next meeting will be on at 2:00 p. m on December 27, at
the Sainc Paul Library. This meeting will offer instruction on using the web in genealogy research as well as use of the new
microfilm reader at the library Below is a form to help you record your familys history You can send them to the HCHS at
P.O. Box 1, Saint Paul, NE §3873. The forms will then be forwarded to I aura Anderson, who is coerdinating this effort.

% .
EE
. j
f (1]
| b
il [ 1 Wbl |
IR R v|s|2
L ERHHEERA R R HE IR
%
§ ’! ,
i)
[ i
| 3
Il
‘!I g L.
s ¥
. |
5 | o
3 | | z
él
: 2| 2 £ ;3
5
5
1| )
z i:
g <8
&
3 ;
s -:% . ! o = = I L o I L S = = -]
£z )|z gggz} §§I§§ j L2
LA CEAAET A TTTITET T IO T I T e v roTs




HowaRD COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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This might be your last newsletter.

e e e —
If your address label reads “02™ you have not paid your
dues for 2003 and this will be your last newsletter. Your
dues help fund a varicty of projects in Howard County,
al! of which promote tourism and economic development.
We thack you for your continued suppott

Inside the next issue of this newsletter...

Our “Spring” issue will showcase some examples of oursend-
ing architecture. Please renew today so you don’ miss it!

Interiar of the W.S.
Paul hostse e Sami
Paul. Nebraska The
Paud heuse is an
excellent exarmple of
t ihe “Arts and
Crafts™ bungalow.
100k fer additivmal
examples of our
standing architecture

78 Our neXt 16ve.
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All production costs of this sewsletter, except for printing, bave beem domated to the Howard Cosmty Historical Sociery




