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ben I was young, I
would sneak our family’s
Howard County atlas
out from the bottom
drawer of my father’s
desk. Many bours were
spent looking at it.

I remember seeing names
like Smolczyk, Svoboda,
Lorkowski, Rasmussen,
Gerdes, and others
which defined the farms

and homesteads.
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A sectior of my father’s Howard Coumty atlas When I uas young, this atlas inspired me to take o
decper look at the people who sertled the land of Howard Ceunty, Nebraska
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Germans, Panes, Poles, Czechs, Irish,
Swedes, and others made Howard
County their home. Seeing these names
bounded by the section lines reminded
me of a quilt my grandmother had The
threads that tied everything together
were the county roads and bridges
These roads and bridges will saill mke
you anywhere you want to go. They
connect us to the
past...and to the
futute Looking at
this 1901 adas
soday, it is clear
thac Howard
Couaty was
indeed a melting
pot for European
Immigranss.
Several of my
favorite land-
marks lay testa
ment 20 that fact
Letme make
you on a journey
Head north on
Highway 281
from the
Hall'Howard
County line for
about a mile-and-
a-half You'll see a grove of wees north
of my uncle Marvin Schwenk’s place on
the west side of the highway This is
wherte the old Saint Libory Wistrict 41
school once stoed. The school was
attended mostly by Getmans and a few
Irssh settlers. In tbe mid-1960s, some
Howard County residents had the vision
to preserve the school and it was moved
to the historical village in Saint Paul. All
that remains of this school site is the
grove of trees Historian Ellen Partsch
said, “In 1958, the number of rural
schools bad dwindled to 24. Lack of

pupils, caused by the growth of larger
farms, and consolidation of neighboring
districts to enable more courses were the
chief @auses”

Today, all of Howard County's
country schools bave closed.

Get back on 281 and head north for
about a mile. Take the ditt road and
head east for one-half of a mile. You'll

One of she [ast remaining Unon Pasific Raitroad
bridges of this type in the state. Il is lecated fiss
souzh of Sent Pasl. Pbato by Rom W. Seck and
Bob Ervvt and appaars courtesy of Nebraska
Public Posver Distiict

see the stately brick German Catholic
church named for Saint Liborius. Before
the fuzst wooden church was built,
Catholics and Protestans would come
and gather around a simple wooden
cross plaeed on the pra tie

®nce back on 281, head nine
miles north to Saint Paul. As you cross
the Middle Loup River, you'll see one
of the last remaining Union Pacific

Railroad bridges of th's type in
Nebraska. Itis simply breathtaking
This iron bridge was consmructed in
1918. It united settlers and goods from
the south to the north.

When arriving in Saint Paul, ram on
Howard Aveaue and go west for four
blocks —you’ll be on a brick street.
Head north on Sixth Street for one
block There it
1S...you can't
miss it..the
Howard County
Courthouse. It's
the sallest public
building in
the county,

The Panes in
Dannebrog
fought hard for
the seat, but
Saint Paul would
win the battle.

Get back on
Highway 281
and bead notth
out of Saint
Paul. Take a left
and head west
when you see the
Highway 92
sign. You'll take 92 for about five miles
until you get to the intersection that the
{oeels refer to as “Midway™ {juncnons
of 92 and 11). Head seuth on Highway
11 for one mile, then sake the dict road
west fur abeut a mile. You are now
where the Czech community of Warsaw
and the Catholic church of Saint
Wenceslaus once stood. Saint
Wenceslaus cemetery is one of my
favorites I ofien bring Howard County
pioneer C.V. Svoboda’s writings out
with me and read them in the cemetery

Svoboda had vision. He proclaimed:
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“The Czech language is seldom heard in
the Warsaw church. No longer do the
beautiful Czech songs of a bygone era
echo over the Warsaw plain! The time is
not far distant when. as Rev. Broz says,
‘The bell will toll in beartrending tones
for the last sermon of a Czech priest in
Warsaw.” The rime is not distant when
the dear Czech language will vanish and
only the Czech inscr.pnons on the
monuments in Warsaw cemetery will
remind the passerby of the fact that
there lie loyal C2ech pioneers, who
swuggled fer a livelihood and a better
future for their descendants.”

Once back on Highway
11, kead north for about 10
miles You’ll pass the town of
Elba and will now be in the
beautiful I oup River Valley,
T he small village of Cotcshield
will be on the horizon. On the
east side of the highway stood
the Cotesfield grain elevater
This elevasor towered over
evetything on the prairie. It
was always one of my high
lights as I beaded north on
Highway 11 becanse it was a
monument to the farmers of
this area and a tribute to their
marketing ability. It was demolished
several years ago

Early settlers were from Ireland.
Germany, Czechoslovakia, and
Denmark. Some of the names in my
atlas included Kilpatrick, Wells,
Moravec, Vlach, and Petersen.

If you head down Cotesfield’s “main
street,” you'll be near the site of the old
Cotesfield post office. It was at this spet

Top pbowo: 1be old Seint 1 ibory Bistrict 41
schoel aws buik in 1880 In 2004, o nonad 124
yadrs eld. Middle pboto: Interior of the cowrt
190m of the Hoxxrd County Ceatboxse in
Saint Paul. The cosrtbauee ts on the Natignal

where my father (Bill Sack), Joe and
Maxine Cofal, and some of our friends
moved this post office south to the his
torical village in Saint Panl.

I’ll never ferget the image of seeing
the small post office bead south on
Highway 11 and meander through the
Ioup River Valley. It was then that the
preservation movement in Howard
County was reborn.

Saving the post office was imporsant
w0 me This building symbolized the way
the world entered Cotesfield, and
Cotesfield entered the world

Once back on Highway
11, you’ll again bead south
for two miles You'll
approach a sign which reads
“Dannevirke.” Take this dirt
road and head west fer
almosr five-and-a-half miles.
This road is quive hilly, so
you better have good tires in
case it is muddy or snew-cov
ered. Once there, you've
reached the Danish colony of
Dannevirke. All that remains
of this settlernent are the
Lutheran church, the ball.

a house and another building.
The Lutheran church and ball are

some of the best preserved buildings in
the svate.

| would wke Arthur W. Christensen’s
book, A Story of the Panish Settlemnent
in Darmevirke, along with me on my
drives north to Dannevirke In this
bock, Christensen mentions a speech
delivered in the wooden hall by early
setiler John Andersen in May of 1901.
Christensen writes: “7The evening had

Register of Historic Places. Battom pbotu:

s cr0% 15 the foaal povs of Saint Wenceslans
QRech Catbolic Cemetery near the former
seetlenent of Warsate Pbotos by Res W. Sack
and Bob Envn.
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arrived—and people aame from right
and left with their families. At one end
of the stage was a large Ameziean flag,
at the other end was a Danish flag of
the same size Now the main speaker of
the evening, John Andersen, president of
the Dannevirke Hall Association, came
onto the svage. The facts were that John
Andersen was inordinately prond of his
mastery of she English language and he
wanted to impress his compatziots with
his acainmenss. He stopped for a few
seconds for effect, then pointing with his
right forefinger at his chest, solemnly
said, ‘I John Andersen,
Presdent of the Dannevirke
Hall Asseciation, foresast an
era of amity and love through
out this setdement. 1 foresee
unbounded prosperity and, as
our children - the first genera
tion of Amcrisans-- take over
where their elders leave off,
they will build within this
settlement a new Denmark
within the boundacy of the
U.S.A." A little more along
that line he bowed and lef:: the
stage. He was roundly
cheered. Jobn Andersen had
rcached the zenith of his career; he

was in seventh heaven.”

Take Wausa Road and head south
for three miles. Turn west onso 17th
Avenue You'll reach the Polish settle
ment of Choynice or Paplin.

®n tbe hill is the picturesque ceme-
tery of Our [.ady of Mount Carmel. The
church reses in the valley

Paplin was settled by a large congre
gation from Poland In 1882, a beautiful

Top pboto: A tribute to the farmers of Howard
Coaty—ihe old Cotesfield graim elevator scoed
prowud for mamy years. Middle photo: The former
Cotesfield post office—zhis building symbolized
ihe way the werid entered Cotesfield, and

church was built—a white frame build-
ing flanked by two steeples—which
appear to reach towards heaven. It
stands as the oldest church building in
the diocese of Grand Esland. 1.egend has
it that in 1888, a wind of tornadic pro-
portions blew the church about a foet
and-a-half off its foundation Finally,
when a decoon had been reached about
placing a new foundation to support the
church, a wind blew from the opposite
directon and settled the church back on
its foundaton. Also, in the 1890s, a
severe diphtheria epidemic breke out.
Some estimate one hundred
children died within one year,
in a community a lirde over
six miles square. Many of the
parents, on coming home
from the funeral of one child,
would find one or two more
dead. The lower portoa on
the west side of the cemetery
contains the graves of she
children who suecumbed w0
this dreaded disease. It is a
sobering experience to stand
in the cemetery and look
down the rows and % realize
that so many cbildren died in
such a little ame pefiod in this small
community, and to think what a long-
lasting effect it must have had on the
entire community

You'll want to get back on Wausa
Road and head south until you get to
Highway 92. Head east on 92 for about
five miles until you get to Farwell.

This area was settled by both the
Poles and Darmes. The train no longer
stops here...the racks were tom up in

Cotesfield entered the swor!d Bottom photo:
Simple wainscwtting powls create a pattern
the Daxmevirke Hall. Danneviske wus one of
several Darish seitlements in Howoerd Connty
Phoros &y Ran W. Sack and Bob Ernin
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the late 1988s. Once in the vil
lage of Farweli, you’ll want to
see Saint Anthony of Padua

Catholic Church.
A 1962 issue of the

Nebraska Catholic Registey had
this to say about the Polish
community. “During Father
I adislaus Sebastyanski’s tenure,
a rectory and then a school were
built, but the combination
church, scheol, and living
quarters were destroyed. With
the help of the faithful, a laiger

church—with two towers

(which reached towards heaven)
and two large bells—was built,
But before completion, it too

was destroyed by fire

Undaunted by their misfortune,
Father Sebastyanski and his

parishioners were deter-
mined to have their
church This ome they
hauled lumber from
Dannebrog, and built the
church on the same four
dadon. The first mass
offered in the new church
was on August 7, 1887.
St. Anthony's Catholic
Church is the oldest
Polish Parish in che state
and the oldest Polish
Catholic Parish west of
the Mississippi.

I can’t help but think
that every ome I make
this irek on Howard
County roads that the
threads are tightened.

Could traveling these roads and remem
bering our history make the threads in
Howard County’s patchwork quilt
sighter and sxonger? I think so.

Personally, I think there are

several good reasens for saving
these oider buildings. First, they
are great v look at, and we

= —— _ Y }  should save them besause they

Top phose: Osur Lady of Mosnt Carmel Catholic
Church was built m 1882. The wooder eburch is
nestled in a ral'ey. Bottom pboto: Intersor of the
sacrisey of Samt Anthowy of Padua Catholic
Churdch in Fanwell. Photos by Ron W Sack and
8ob Ennn

give our communises beauty,
variety, and visual texture—eye
candy as I like to call it. Second,
they have an abmost infinite
capacity for reuse, and we
should save them besause it
makes good semse {and sound
ecological practice) to do so.
Third, they help us define a
sense of space and time. As I get
older, this last rezson seems
increasingly important

John Ruskin, a great poet,
philosopher, artist, and environ
menealist, said this about archi-
teciure: “We may live without

her and worship without
ber. but we sannot
remember without her.
Remembering is essential,
and the sask of avoiding
amnesia is much easier
when we can see the past
and touch it and live
with it.”

I have to admit, some-
thing incredibly powerful
happens when I walk into
a building and say to
myself, “This is where it
happened, within these
walls, r ght here”

That’s what a building
does: It tells you, “Right
here” Without buildings
%0 guide us, we get losi.

Everybody knows that, but somehow I
never grasped the real truth of it unail 1
looked fer a part of me in Howard
County and couldn’t find it
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A look back at the Saint Paul Business College.

A mibute to the Zocholl family. Phetographs courtesy of Liz King and Ron W. Sack

Photo at left:

L arge classas
gather in frent
of the stately
brick Saint Paul
Bicsinass Cellege.

Phosos above:

The Saint Paul Business
College offered competitive
sporis for both swomen and
men. The photos above
show coach joseph Zocholf
with bis 1911 women and
meR’s teams

Phote at right: This photo-
graph of the Saint Paul
Business Cellege basketball
teams is quite rare It shosws
the teams laaving fiom the
Saint Paul depot to play the
@®rd, Nebraska teamms The
caption on the front also
mentions they were to play
the Palmer, Nebraska teams
the next day
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Phoso at left: The
arts were important
at the college This
photo shows mem-
bers of the annwal
thaater production
m 1911,
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Phoso above: o Photo above: From thi;

A “Certificate of L .. photograph it i evident that
Profisiency™ certificate the college brought many

issued to Anna Lang in
1926 Tha% was reeently
denated by Maribyn
and Jon Nelson.

students to Saint Pasl,

Phowo at left: This image
shows the sale of the
college Gene Zochofl,
son of Josepb and
Lowise, is shown third
from the right.
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Upcoming Historical Society Programs bistorically speaking
e == = — — ————"'4} _— e =
A oEe: 2004 Baasm oF OlRATORS:
On Sunday, May 30 (Memorial Day Weekend), we Howard Coummry Hisuarca) Seciery Cad Q:;m@
will have the “Opening of the Howard County Histor ical — gg’f‘" Dotesh
° r Ovimak
Village and Gruber House.” Plans are in the works to have Roo W. Sack Janet Hnea
some special dedicasions at the Veterans’ exhibit LarouT An® Dmnc: Jaces P janhare I
e i Roo W. Sack Gaie Penbervon
“Living History at the Village™ takes place on Sunday, Gary P00
June 13. Blacksmich Dave Sprague will give demonsira m‘:;'.f”‘: G;’mw
i the blacksmith shop. Da
tions at e‘ a : SIDI‘ ?p ‘ ) Mv:m
The entire Hissor cal Village will be open on Saturday B Q. Box 1, Seint Paul, ME 68873 Setbua Zimbelman
: «7 i - SUOETTIN & MALKGE Evdlyn Dvomk, Presidere
Sunday, August 15, we will have “Living History o Gary -
at the Village...Back to School.” Former teachers and stu- ) ) Cail Qurisen, Scoewacy
dents inform the young and old about what it was like at ; Y s ] Gale Peonbeat outgTicasuere
\ Beeius, Consheld, Cashing, The HCHE is 2
a one-room school. The location for this program will be Danpcbrog, Oamevirk s, i T A
the Sainc Libory Disacice 41 school at the Historica: Village. Elbe, FicdsrExwel, Woned,
: _ Paphin, Saim Libery, Saine Pad,
Musician Peggy I ang will be performing Sunday, 10d Warsaw
September 12 at the Historical Village. This is one
performance you wont want to miss. | Pbotograph en maiking side: Howard Cosouty eeu stroom.

All production costs of thes neswsletter, except for primting, bave been donated to the Howard Cosnty Historical Society.




